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SUBJECT: OWENS-ILLINOIS RESPONSE TO SALOM MESA'S 
CHARGES OF A CIA CONNECTION AND ATTEMPTED 
BRIBERY OF PRESIDENT PEREZ- NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

REF: CARACAS 12241 

1 . DEPUTY SALOM MESA, ACCUSED OF COMPLICITY IN THE 
KIDNAPPING OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN WILLIAM NIEHOUS, 

STATED DURING THE OPENING OF HIS TRIAL DECEMBER 15 

(SEE REFTEL) THAT NIEHOUS WAS A CIA AGENT AND THAT 

HIS COMPANY, OWENS-ILLINOIS (O-I), HAD ATTEMPTED TO 

BRIBE VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ DURING 

THE 1973 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. HE ALSO DENIED HIS GUILT AND 

SAID HE WAS THE VICTIM OF A VENDETTA ON THE PART OF PRESIDENT 

PEREZ. 

2. WHILE MAKING HIS DEFENSE STATEMENT BEFORE THE 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL, MESA ALLEGED THAT NIEHOUS AND FIVE 
OTHERS WERE CIA OPERATIVES. THE FIVE MEN WERE 
IDENTIFIED AS CALVIN PHILLIPS (O-I GENERAL MANAGER IN 
VENEZUELA), WILLIAM COLEMAN (O-I VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CARACA 12328 21 1203Z 

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE), TERENCE CANAVAN (NIEHOUS 
FAMILY FRIEND), THOMAS HUGHES (O- ATTORNEY IN CARACAS), 

AND HOWARD KEW (RONALD KEW, CANADIAN CITIZEN AND SALES 
MANAGER OF O-I CARACAS). THE "EL NACIONAL" OF DECEMBER 16 
QUOTES MESA AS HAVING SAID. "...IT IS CERTAIN THAT 
HE (NIEHOUS) IS AN AGENT OF THE CIA WHO WORKED ACTIVELY 
IN THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN OF 1973." "I HAVE BEEN 
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INFORMED THAT MR. NIEHOUS GAVE THE PRESENT PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF MONEY DURING 
HIS ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN SO THAT IF ELECTED HE WOULD REPAY 
OWENS-ILLINOIS AND MR. NIEHOUS WITH ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES 
FOR THAT COMPANY AND FOR THE TRANSNACTIONALS REPRESENTED 
IN OUR COUNTRY BY PERSONS LIKE MR. NIEHOUS...." 

3. POLCOUNS SPOKE CALVIN PHILLIPS OF O-I ON 
DECEMBER 19. PHILLIPS SAID THAT: A) MRS. NIEHOUS 

WILL BE INTERVIEWED TELEPHONIC ALLY BY A REPORTER FROM 
THE CARACAS DAILY "EL NACIONAL"ON DECEMBER 20. SHE 
PLANS TO DENY ALL THE CIA ALLEGATIONS AND APPEAL FOR 
PUBLIC ATTENTION TO BE DIRECTED TO THE FACT THAT 
HER HUSBAND IS STILL MISSING 22 MONTHS AFTER HIS ABDUCTION. 

B ) WILLIAM COLEMAN OF O-I ISSUED A STATEMENT TO THE 
"TOLEDO BLADE" DENYING ALL OF MESA'S ALLEGATIONS IN 
RESPONSE TO A WIRE SERVICE STORY THAT WAS CARRIED 
BY THAT PAPER. C) COLEMAN WILL ALSO WRITE A LETTER 
DENYING MESA'S CHARGES TO INTERIOR MINISTER OCTAVIO 
LEPAGE. 

4. VENEZUELAN REACTION TO MESA'S STATEMENTS HAS 
BREN SUBDUED. THE GOV DID NOT COMMENT AND PRESS 
COVERAGE OF THE TRIAL HAS BEEN LIMITED TO BACK PAGE 
STORIES. 

CROWLEY 
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